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CANADIAN MINISTER AHMED HUSSEN Announces Major Step Forward In Gender
Equality 
-X- Gender Designation Canadian passport

PARIS - OTTAWA, 29.08.2017, 14:36 Time

USPA NEWS - The Honourable Ahmed Hussen, Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship, announced on August 24, that
the Government of Canada will be working to implement an "X" Gender Designation in Canadian Passports, as well as other
Documents issued by Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) to support LGBTQ2 Rights and advance the
Government's Agenda on Gender Equality, Diversity and Inclusion.

The Honourable Ahmed Hussen, Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship, announced on August 24, that the Government of
Canada will be working to implement an "X" Gender Designation in Canadian Passports, as well as other Documents issued by
Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) to support LGBTQ2 Rights and advance the Government's Agenda on Gender
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion.

An "X" will make it easier for People who do not identify as female ("F") or male ("M") to acquire Passports and other Government-
issued Documents that better reflect their Gender Identity.
Starting August 31, 2017, IRCC will be the First Government of Canada Department to introduce Interim Measures, which include
allowing Individuals to add an observation to their Passport stating their Sex should be identified as "X," indicating that it is
unspecified. Interim Measures will be available until IRCC is able to print Documents with an "X."

August 24's Announcement follows Steps to Protect Canadians in their Right to the Gender Identity of their Choice, and Freedom of
Gender Expression. Earlier this Summer, Bill C-16 amended the Canadian Human Rights Act and added Gender Identity and Gender
Expression to the List of Prohibited Grounds of Discrimination.

In the Coming Months, the Government of Canada will continue this important work in developing a consistent Federal Approach to
how its Programs and Services collect, use and display Sex and Gender Information so Canadians can have their Gender more
accurately reflected in Government Documents while also protecting their Privacy. Our Government is committed to better reflecting
the Gender Identity and Gender Diversity of Canadians.

Source : Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada
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