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European Parliament ask for mandatory certification of EU importers
To prevent conflicts

Strasbourg, 20.05.2015, 17:21 Time

USPA NEWS - EU importers of tin, tantalum, tungsten and gold for manufacturing consumer goods need to be certified by the EU to
ensure that they do not fuel conflicts and human rights abuses in conflict areas, say MEPs on a draft law adopted on Wednesday by
402 votes to 118, with 171 abstentions.

Parliament voted by 400 votes to 285, with 7 abstentions, to overturn the Commission's proposal as well as the one adopted by the
international trade committee and requested mandatory compliance for "all Union importers" sourcing in conflict areas. In addition,
"downstream" companies, that is, the 880,000 potentially affected EU firms that use tin, tungsten, tantalum and gold in manufacturing
consumer products, will be obliged to provide information on the steps they take to identify and address risks in their supply chains for
the minerals and metals concerned.

As metal smelters and gold refiners are the last point at which the minerals' origin can be effectively traced, MEPs go beyond the
Commission's "self-certification" approach and call for smelters and refiners to undergo a compulsory, independent, third-party audit to
check their "due diligence" practices. Parliament also asks the Commission to grant financial support to micro-businesses and small
and medium-sized firms wishing to obtain certification through the EU's COSME programme (EU programme for the Competitiveness
of Enterprises and Small and Medium-sized Enterprises).

Parliament also insists on tougher monitoring of the scheme, with a review two years after it is applied and every three years thereafter
(instead of after three and six years respectively, as planned by Commission). The regulation applies to all conflict-affected high risk
areas in the world, of which the Democratic Republic of Congo and the Great Lakes area are the most obvious example.

The draft law defines 'conflict-affected and high-risk areas' as those in a state of armed conflict, with widespread violence, the collapse
of civil infrastructure, fragile post-conflict areas and areas of weak or non-existent governance and security, characterised by
"widespread and systematic violations of human rights.“� In a vote of 343 votes to 331, with 9 abstentions, Parliament decided not to
close the first reading position and to enter into informal talks with the EU member states to seek agreement on the final version of the
law.

Article online:
https://www.uspa24.com/bericht-4149/european-parliament-ask-for-mandatory-certification-of-eu-importers.html
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