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Saudi Arabia executes 7 men by firing squad

-, 14.03.2013, 19:34 Time

USPA News - Seven Saudi men were executed Wednesday after being convicted of carrying out an armed robbery and breaking into
jewellery stores, the country`s interior ministry said. The executions were carried out by firing squad, not beheading as is customary. 

A statement from the Saudi Interior Ministry said the executions took place in Abha, the capital of southern Asir province, on early
Wednesday morning. Witnesses said the executions happened at a public square and were carried out by firing squad, just days after
local news reports suggested that authorities were considering to move away from the customary beheadings. The group of men, who
were all in their early 20s when they were executed on Wednesday, were arrested in 2006 and charged with organizing a criminal
group, armed robbery and raiding and breaking into jewellery stores in 2005. They were sentenced to death by a court in Abha in
August 2009. Philip Luther, Middle East and North Africa Director at Amnesty International, said the men had previously claimed they
were tortured or otherwise ill-treated while held in custody and forced to confess. They also claimed their relatives were threatened
with torture if they withdrew their confessions. "We oppose the death penalty in all circumstances, but this case has been particularly
shocking," Luther said. "It is a bloody day when a government executes seven people on the grounds of `confessions` obtained under
torture, submitted at a trial where they had no legal representation or recourse to appeal." The executions took place despite an urgent
appeal from the United Nations (UN) to the Saudi government just hours earlier, expressing concern about the trials. It is believed the
defendants only made made brief appearances before court and were not allowed to speak or give adequate opportunities to conduct
their defense. The defendants also said they were not allowed to attend any of the appeal stages and had no defense counsel
representing them. "These serious failings in the process, if confirmed, would constitute violations of international safeguards in the
use of death penalty, especially those related to the right to a fair trial and the right to appeal," UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights Navi Pillay said on Thursday. It is believed at least two of those executed were juveniles at the time of the alleged crime, raising
further concern. "These executions are yet another example of Saudi Arabia`s complete disregard of international human rights
standards," said Eric Goldstein, deputy Middle East director at Human Rights Watch. "Saudi authorities need to uphold their human
rights obligations and cease these horrifying executions of juvenile offenders." Saudi authorities had initially scheduled the executions
for March 5, but they were postponed earlier this year after an international outcry over the circumstances of the case. The
government had said the royal court would review the allegations of the defendants, but it is unclear if such a probe took place or what
the outcome was. In January 2012, the United Nations (UN) expressed alarm over Saudi Arabia`s increasing use of capital
punishment. At least 82 people were executed in Saudi Arabia in 2011 and 76 people were executed in 2012, a significant increase
from the 27 executions reported in 2010. The actual figure is believed to be much higher. At least 24 people have been executed in
Saudi Arabia so far this year. The kingdom applies the death penalty for a large number of crimes, including drug offences, apostasy,
sorcery and witchcraft. Both witchcraft and sorcery are not defined as crimes in Saudi Arabia, but human rights organizations say such
charges have previously been used to prosecute people for exercising their right to freedom of speech or religion.
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